South Pasadena City Council Meeting, 6/18/25
Public Comment, Non-agenda Item
Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration

Thank you, city council and staff for the opportunity to speak here. As you all know from my many
appearances, and my work in the nature park, I am committed to a restored and living Arroyo Seco. Today,
rather than once again telling you what I think is wrong with the Arroyo Seco Water Reuse Project, I’d like to
paint a picture of what we could have instead.

This is not some unrealistic, pie-in-the-sky dream. The Army Corps of Engineers worked for years with LA
Co Flood Control and the cities along the Arroyo to study the feasibility of restoring it. Millions of dollars
have been spent on this, and the consensus is that we do not have to accept an ugly, degraded channelized
sewer for the sake of flood protection.

The park land along the Arroyo Seco opens the possibility of allowing the river to flow and even flood in
places, as it always has. So imagine our city working with our neighbors along the Arroyo to chip away as
this degraded channel — which is in dire need of repair and upgrade. There is the money because repairing the
channel would cost untold millions/billions, and doing nothing leaves us vulnerable to vastly more costly
destruction. There are ideas — Army Corps, Stillwater Sciences, North East Trees, Stewards of the Arroyo
Seco, and more have presented concept plans.

Stop and visualize this. The Arroyo Seco diversion — that little wooded wildland and creek — could be ground
zero for releasing the Arroyo Seco from its awful, concrete straitjacket. It could be the model for continued
work along the Arroyo from the mountains on down to its confluence with the LA River.

Instead of buried pumps and lined wetlands — all requiring maintenance — we could start by cleaning up the
garbage and the invasives, and opening the area to the public with a system of small trails. Kids and their
parents could stop by after a Little League game to see the tadpoles, frogs, turtles and birds who call this cool
& refreshing spot home.

You might say, but we can’t leave all of the garbage and pollution in the water, and I agree. Let’s first
determine what we have to deal with — we need current water quality tests. Then let’s figure out where it is
coming from and see whether we can remove it before it enters the system. Let’s employ nature-based
solutions like bioswales and infiltration basins.

The Water Reuse project will not just remove some big old trees, it will scrape the ground of all of its
organisms, kill the diverted creek, and leave all of the animals that rely on it to die. Where will the birds and
the rest go during the 17 or so months of destruction and construction? They will not come back and this
incredibly unique gift that we have in South Pasadena will be gone forever.

Barbara Eisenstein, 1852 Monterey Road, Friends of SP Nature Park
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