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From Lawn to Garden




You have already...

Created a plan

* Based on what you want, what you have,
what you want to do, plants you like

Prepared the garden

 Removed lawn, put in hardscape and

irrigation
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Now it is




Get the plants and put them in

 When to get plants

* Where to get them

* How to select healthy, strong young’'uns
 How to plant

 How to water properly
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When?

« Fall through winter
Or not:

Coastal areas with more moderate year-around
temps

Plants that require year-around irrigation

Desert plants that accept high temps plus water

(See OOW, Bert Johnson and Teresa Sholar’s
comments on creosote restoration area in SB)




How to select healthy plants

* Look for clean, healthy leaves
 Examine the stem
* Check the roots
* Don’t bring home pests
* Not too big, not too small
* Buy young
 Flowers in bud, not bloom
Is it dead or is it dormant?
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Planting

* Best to plant when it is overcast, cool, rain
in the forecast (if ever)
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7 Planting




How to plant

Check weather forecast
Plant in moist soil

Hole should be as deep & twice
(or more) as wide (rough up the
edges)

Water hole and surrounding
area

Do not plant too deep

Gently spread the roots, correct
wrapped roots

Place in hole, check height and
orientation, plant straight



How to plant

* Fill hole level with surrounding
soll (do not bury the root crown)

* Press soil to remove air pockets,
don’t over compact

* Do not fertilize or amend soil

* Remove nursery stake from tree.
Only stake trees that need it

* Create berm(s) around plant so
water soaks in, doesn’t just run off

« Water thoroughly. Come back in
15 minutes and do it again
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Mike’s Method
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How and when to water

* Water when needed

* Water thoroughly

* Check beneath the mulch
* Allow the soil to dry

 Water less often as plants become
established

 Don’t water wilted plants if soil is
wet

« Water like Mother Nature




GARDEN CARE SCHEDULE* Jan |Feb|Mar| Apr |May| Jun| Jul |Aug|Sep| Oct|Nov|Dec

WHEN TO PLANT
annuals (wildflowers) XXX XX X XXX XXX
perennials XXX X | [ ]
riparian plants, require water year around (still best to avoid summer planting) XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX
shrubs and trees XXX XX X XXX XXX

Weed (year around, special attention in spring)
heaviest work
spurge, summer annuals, warm season growers
cool season growers, mustard, pop weed, etc. [ [ |

PRUNE (General rules: evergreen- prune after bloom period; deciduous trees -

prune while dormant; evergreen oaks - prune when growth has slowed down late

summer, many plants develop denser forms if pinched back when young)
Arctostaphylos (bloom period to early summer, before new buds set) I | XXX XXX XX |
Baccharis pilularis (severe pruning/high mowing) XXX | ]
Berberis, Mahonia (remove older branches to ground) XXX XX X XXX
Ceanothus, Ribes and other spring flowering (after bloom) ] | X XXX ] |
Epilobium (cut back hard after bloom, pinch in spring) XXX XXX X XXX
Eriogonum fasciculatum (deadhead after blooming, lightly head back in fall) XXX XXX
Mimulus (cut back in late fall, remove flower stems after bloom) XXX XXX XXX
Muhlenbergia rigens, warm season grasses (cut back before new growth) XX XXX ] ]
Nassella, cool season grasses (cut back when dormant, before new growth) XXX XX XXX
Pinus (winter months when sap doesn't flow - bark beatle) XXX XXX XX
Quercus agrifolia, Evergreen Oaks (selective pruning) ] [ - XX XXX X
Quercus lobata, Deciduous oaks and other deciduous trees (when dormant) XXX XX
Rhus ovata, R. integrifolia (can be sheared) XXX X XXX XXX
Romneya coulteri (cut established plants to 3-4" during winter) KXX XXX XXX
Roses (remove older canes) XXX |
Salvia (cut back 1/3 to 1/2, do not cut into hard wood) XX X XXX
Perennials: Aquilegia, Achillea, Sisyrinchium, Iris, Romneya
(cut back to ground) XX XXX

Clean up wildflower beds

Water if the winter rains are sparse

*Modified from Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden maintenance calendar

Barbara Eisenstein, website: www.wildsuburbia.blogspot.com; email: barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com

July 21, 2009




What to expect

* It gets easier: Observing your plants over time will teach you
more about how to care for them than any book or class.

* Learn from mistakes: Each “failure” is an opportunity to learn.
Do a post-mortem to try to determine what went wrong. If you
cannot figure it out you may want to try again.

* Three strikes, you're out: Any plant that does not succeed in
three tries may not be meant for your garden. With so many
wonderful native plants from which to choose, this is an
opportunity to try something new.

*®Enjoy: If your garden is stressing you out, change what you
doing!

.
o .-,




Written References

Bornstein, Carol; David Fross and Bart O’Brien. 2005. California Native Plants for the Garden. Los
Olivos, CA: Cachuma Press.

Eisenstein, Barbara. 2016. Wild Suburbia — Learning to garden with native plants. Berkeley, CA:
Heyday Books.
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O’Brien, Bart; Betsey Landis and Ellen Mackey. 2006. Care & Maintenance of Southern California
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Perry, Bob. 2010. Landscape Plants for California Gardens. Claremont, CA: Land Design Publishing.

Perrg, Bob. 1992. Landscape Plants for Western Reqgions: An [llustrated Guide to Plants for Water
onservation. San Dimas, CA: Land Design Publishing.

Pitteél 8e2r, Dennis R., editor. California Master Gardener Handbook. Oakland, CA: UC ANR Publ.

Reich, Lee. 2010. The Pruning Book. Newtown, CT: Taunton Press.
. Sawyer, John and Todd Keeler-Wolf. 1995. A Manual of California Vegetation. Sacramento, CA: CNPS.
Schmidt, Marjorie G. 1980. Growing California Native Plants. Berkeley, CA: UC Press.
Tallamy, Douglas. 2009. Bringing Nature Home. Portland, OR: Timber Press._

Tree of Life Nursery. Plants of the El Camino Real.

e of Life Nursery. Creating and Caring for Your Native Garden. : .
i//californianativeplants.com/index.php/plants/planning tools/maintenance-guide




Web References

Nurseries and Gardens with plant databases, lists of JEIants for native gardens, most
with photos (some are not exclusively devoted to CA native plants)

El Nativo, http://www.elnativogrowers.com/Natives.htm

Las Pilitas Nursery, http://www.mynativeplants.com/

Mountain States Wholesale Nursery, http://www.mswn.com/
Native Sons, http://www.nativeson.com/home2.html

San Marcos Growers, http://www.smgrowers.com/

Suncrest Nurseries, http://www.suncrestnurseries.com/ (no photos)
Theodore Payne Foundation, http://www.theodorepayne.org/

Tree of Life Nursery, http://www.californianativeplants.com/

Photo collections/databases
CalFlora, database of native plant photos, http://www.calflora.org

California Native Plant Link Exchange, database with links to photos, info,
http://www.cnplx.info/index.him

g California Native Plant Society, Calscape, http://calscape.cnps.org
: Cal Photos, database of native plant photos, http://calphotos.berkeley.edu/flora/

Jepson Floral Project, Jepson Online Interchange, http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/interchange.html

LA Degt. of Public Works, Los Angeles River Master Plan Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palettes,
l(_lp ant lists start on pg. 124) : = _
ttp://ladpw.org/wmd/watershed/LA/LAR_planting_guidelines_webversion.pdf

Los Angeles/San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council, The Plant Profiler, http://theplantprofiler.com/

iern California Wildflowers and Other Plants, http://www.calflora.net/bloomingplants/index.html
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http://www.mynativeplants.com/
http://www.suncrestnurseries.com/
http://www.theodorepayne.org/
http://www.californianativeplants.com/
http://calphotos.berkeley.edu/flora/
http://theplantprofiler.com/
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HOME  ABOUT

IN THE GARDEN

NATURE PARK

GARDENING RESOURCES  CALENDAR

CONTACT

Native Grassy Plants for the Garden

o Native Grassy Plants for the Garden (48 MB)
o Nabive Grassy Plants for the Garden. Plant List (114
KB)

From Lawn to Native Garden

o Froen Lawn to Native Garden, 6/18/15 (48 MB)
o From Lawn to Native Garden, 8/2813 (1) MB}
o From Lawn Lo Native Garden, Handeuts (14 MB)

How to Keep ‘Em Alive

o How to Keep 'Em Alive. 101312 (20 MB)
o How to Keep 'Em Alive. Plant Ust (22 XB)

Let Your Garden Go Wild

o Lot Your Garden Go Wild, (23 MB)
o Let Your Barden Go Wild, Plant List (33 KB}

Parkway Gardens: A Missed
Opportunity

Sustainable Gardening with CA
Natives

o Sustainable Gardening with CA Natives-Pt1, (9.4
MB)

o Sustainable Gardening with CA Nalives-Pt, Plark
Lis {80 KB)

o Sustainable Gardening with CA Natives-Pt2, (S5
MB)

o Sustainable Gardering with A Nalives-Pt.2, Plant
List {97 K8)

o Sustainable Gardening with CA Natives-PL3 (003
MB)

o Sustainable Gardening with CA Natives-PL3, Plant
List {97 K8)

Caring for a California Native Plant
Barden

o Caring for a California Native Plant Garden, (18 M8)
o Caring for 3 California Native Plant Garden, Plant
List (92 KB)

Plan!: ID: California Natives and

Care & Maintenance - Picking and
Planting

o Care & Mantenance - Picking and Planting (12 M8)
o Care & Mantenance - Picking and Planting. Plant
List (384 K&

California Native Plants Belong in
Your Garden

o Caifornia Native Plants Belong in Your Garden (22
MA)

o Calforria Native Plants Belong in Your Garden,
Plant List (197 KB)

Easy Care for a California Native
Plant Garden

o Easy Care for 3 Calfornia Native Plant Gardan 017
M)

o Easy Care for 3 Calforn Natve Plant Garden,
Plant List (197 K&)

Plant Care and more



LEARNING TO GARDE»\M NATIVE PLANTS
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