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You have already…

Created a plan
• Based on what you want, what you have, 

what you want to do, plants you like

Prepared the garden
• Removed lawn, put in hardscape and 

irrigation



Now it is time to…



Get the plants and put them in

• When to get plants

• Where to get them

• How to select healthy, strong young’uns

• How to plant

• How to water properly



When?
• Fall through winter

• Or not:

- Coastal areas with more moderate year-around 

temps

- Plants that require year-around irrigation

- Desert plants that accept high temps plus water

- (See OOW, Bert Johnson and Teresa Sholar’s 

comments on creosote restoration area in SB)



How to select healthy plants

• Look for clean, healthy leaves

• Examine the stem

• Check the roots

• Don’t bring home pests

• Not too big, not too small

• Buy young

• Flowers in bud, not bloom

• Is it dead or is it dormant?
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Planting
• Best to plant when it is overcast, cool, rain 

in the forecast (if ever)



Planting



How to plant

• Check weather forecast

• Plant in moist soil

• Hole should be as deep & twice 

(or more) as wide (rough up the 

edges)

• Water hole and surrounding 

area

• Do not plant too deep

• Gently spread the roots, correct 

wrapped roots

• Place in hole, check height and 

orientation, plant straight



How to plant

• Fill hole level with surrounding 

soil (do not bury the root crown)

• Press soil to remove air pockets, 

don’t over compact

• Do not fertilize or amend soil

• Remove nursery stake from tree. 

Only stake trees that need it

• Create berm(s) around plant so 

water soaks in, doesn’t just run off

• Water thoroughly. Come back in 

15 minutes and do it again



Emily’s Method



Mike’s Method



Barbara’s Method



Rootball covered, 

crown is clear and dry

Mike’s Method



Double berm

Mike’s Method



How and when to water

• Water when needed

• Water thoroughly

• Check beneath the mulch

• Allow the soil to dry

• Water less often as plants become 

established

• Don’t water wilted plants if soil is 

wet

• Water like Mother Nature
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What to expect
• It gets easier: Observing your plants over time will teach you 

more about how to care for them than any book or class. 

• Learn from mistakes: Each “failure” is an opportunity to learn.  

Do a post-mortem to try to determine what went wrong. If you 

cannot Cgure it out you may want to try again. 

• Three strikes, you're out:  Any plant that does not succeed in 

three tries may not be meant for your garden. With so many 

wonderful native plants from which to choose, this is an 

opportunity to try something new. 

• Enjoy: If your garden is stressing you out, change what you 

are doing!
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Nurseries and Gardens with plant databases, lists of plants for native gardens, most 
with photos (some are not exclusively devoted to CA native plants)

El Nativo, http://www.elnativogrowers.com/Natives.htm

Las Pilitas Nursery, http://www.mynativeplants.com/

Mountain States Wholesale Nursery, http://www.mswn.com/

Native Sons, http://www.nativeson.com/home2.html

San Marcos Growers, http://www.smgrowers.com/

Suncrest Nurseries, http://www.suncrestnurseries.com/ (no photos)

Theodore Payne Foundation, http://www.theodorepayne.org/

Tree of Life Nursery, http://www.californianativeplants.com/

Photo collections/databases

CalFlora, database of native plant photos, http://www.calflora.org

California Native Plant Link Exchange, database with links to photos, info, 

http://www.cnplx.info/index.html

• California Native Plant Society, Calscape, http://calscape.cnps.org

• Cal Photos, database of native plant photos, http://calphotos.berkeley.edu/flora/

Jepson Floral Project, Jepson Online Interchange, http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/interchange.html

LA Dept. of Public Works, Los Angeles River Master Plan Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palettes, 

(plant lists start on pg. 124) 

http://ladpw.org/wmd/watershed/LA/LAR_planting_guidelines_webversion.pdf

Los Angeles/San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council, The Plant ProCler, http://theplantproCler.com/

Southern California Wildflowers and Other Plants, http://www.calflora.net/bloomingplants/index.html

Google image search of plant
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