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Getting StartedGetting Started
• Bold: tear it all out!

• Moderate: section by 
section

• Cautious: plant by plant



1. When to plant

2. Match the plant to the site, not the 
other way around

3. Plan properly

4. Water

5. Create good habitat

Tips for successTips for success



1.  When to plant (late fall through winter is best)

• Annuals:  October to April

• Trees and shrubs: November to February 

• Subshrubs and perennials: November to April (milkweed
should be started from seed or planted out in spring)

• Riparian plants: All year, though best and easiest from late 
October to the end of February

• Desert plants: Some can be planted in summer (adapted to 
summer monsoonal rains)

Native TipsNative Tips



Native TipsNative Tips
2.  Match the plant to the site, not the other way 

around

• When we use tropical plants we match the conditions to 
the plant.  California natives like our (their) climate.

• Modifying conditions is difficult and requires ongoing 
expenditure of resources.  

• Modifying conditions for native plants often fails.



Native TipsNative Tips
2.  Match the plant to the site, not the other way 

around

• Amending soil can create new problems

• clay + sand = concrete; interface problems 

• Fertilizer/amendment



Native TipsNative Tips
3. Water

• Water when your plants need it  (never go by a strict 
schedule)

• Water when you can monitor your irrigation system

• Morning is best

• Water deep and infrequently (10 minutes daily is not a 
good schedule, not even for lawn)



4. Plan properly

• Group plants by need – keep plants with similar sun, 
soil and water requirements together.

• Do not put in too many plants for the space. Keep the 
size at maturity in mind when planting.

• Keep trees from hardscape and buildings. 
Don’t plant a 70 ft. tree where you want a 25 footer.Don’t plant a 70 ft. tree where you want a 25 footer.

Native TipsNative Tips



5. Safe Landscape Practices

• No pesticides

• No mow-and-blow

• Include locally native plants

• Leave it a bit messy

Gardening for HabitatGardening for Habitat



Unfriendly to All LifeUnfriendly to All Life

https://sparknewspaper.co.uk/comment/leaf-blowers-are-ruining-my-life/























PlantPlant Info (Butterflies)Info (Butterflies)
● California Native Plant Society (cnps.org)

cnps.org/cnps/nativeplants/gallery/callahan/index.php
youtube.com/watch?v=gV482ks6Tdk (cnps-san diego, Bob Allen, Meeting the Needs of Monarchs)

● Peter Bryant, UC- Irvine (nathistoc.bio.uci.edu)
Butterflies and Their Larval Foodplants - nathistoc.bio.uci.edu/bflyplnt.htm
Monarch Butterfly - nathistoc.bio.uci.edu/lepidopt/danaidae/monarchm.htm

● Las Pilitas Nursery (laspilitas.com)
Plants for a California or Western Butterfly Garden - laspilitas.com/butterfl.htm
Butterflies and CA Native Plants - laspilitas.com/butterflylist.htm
Monarch Butterfly - laspilitas.com/butterflies/Butterflies_and_Moths/Monarch/Monarch_butterfly.htm

● Theodore Payne Foundation (theodorepayne.org)
theodorepayne.org/plants/Plants4Butterflies.pdf
theodorepayne.org/growing-milkweed-from-seed

● Tree of Life Nursery (californianativeplants.com)
californianativeplants.com/download/39/sage-advice/1564/sa-butterfliesrev080204.pdf
californianativeplants.com/festival-of-the-butterflies/

● Xerces Society (xerces.org)
Monarch nectar plants, CA - xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/19046_01_
MonarchNectarPlants_California_web-3pg.pdf
Milkweed Guide - xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/xerces-nrcs-california-milkweed-guide.pdf

● Yerba Buena Nursery (yerbabuenanursery.com)
yerbabuenanursery.com/Butterfly_List.php



BooksBooks on Garden Habitatson Garden Habitats
● Bringing Nature Home 

by Douglas Tallamy, 2009

● Butterfly Gardening in Southern California
edited by Brain V. Brown (Natural History Museum of LA Co), 2009

● Insects and Gardens 
by Eric Grissell, 2001, pp. 265-271

● The California Wildlife Habitat Garden 
by Nancy Bauer, 2012

● An Introduction to Southern California Butterflies
by Fred Heath, 2004

● Insects of the Los Angeles Basin
by Charles Hogue, Natural History Museum-LA Co, 2015

● Wildflowers of Orange County & the Santa Ana Mountains
by Robert Allen and Fred Roberts, Jr., 2013



https://homegrownnationalpark.org/



WeedingWildSuburbia.comWeedingWildSuburbia.com



THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
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