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Imagine a World without

Butterflies



http://capitalandmain.com/drought-lawns-the-ungreening-of-los-angeles-0921

Except 

skippers





Most invasives were invited



When nonnative plants take over 
in the wild, native species suffer



Native plants for the best habitat

Mormon Metalmark on Calif  Buckwheat Yucca Moth on Chaparral Yucca



Does it matter?

Gardening for Life

… Your garden [plays the role of] 
wildlife preserve that represents 
the last chance we have for 
sustaining plants and animals …
once common throughout the U.S. 



August 
2002

April 2015





Get to know your home



Climate

Mediterranean Climate

Hot, dry summers Cool, wet winters



What grew here before…. Desert?



What grew here before…. 



And what can grow here now



Conditions
• Climate

• Sun

• Soil

• Water

• Other Conditions

Get to know your yard



Percolation Test



Mason Jar Soil Test (na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/uf/lab_exercises/soil_particle_size.htm)





Mud Snakes



Before creating a “plan”
• Think about dreams and realities

• Dream big on paper

• Be honest about time and $

• Correct yard problems

How to start







Make a plan
• Scaled plan of whole lot

• Areas drawn to scale

• Add plants to scale (after selection)

• Can do this section at a time

How to start



Create a scaled drawing of  the whole lot



N
Scale
1”: 8’

75 ft.

6 ft.

Deer Grass, 4’w x 3’ t Ca Aster, 1’w x 1’ t

Monkeyflower, 2’w x 2’ t
Sulfur Buckwheat, 1’w x 1’ t

Seaside Daisy, 1’w x 1’ t

Sage- Pozo Blue, 5’w x 4’ t Buckwheat –Dana Pt, 3’w x 2’ t

Existing tree, 3’w x 30’ t

Scaled plan with plant selections



Scaled plan with plant selections



How to start

Select plants
• Adapted to your garden conditions

• Correct size, shape, texture, etc.

• Use nature as a guide









Getting dirty

Prepare the garden

Get the plants

Put them in the ground





Neglect, August 31, 2002



Neglect, March 9, 2004



Neglect, December 4, 2004



Smother, July 8, 2005



November 16, 2011



Getting dirty

Get the plants
• When

• How to select good ones

• Beware of substitutes



When to plant
Rule of Thumb: 
October - February, maybe March

Trees and shrubs

mid-October - February

Subshrubs, perennials and vines
mid-October – April

Desert, riparian plants and grasses more 
accepting of summer planting









Getting dirty

Put them in the ground
• When: best to plant in late fall to winter, 

when it is overcast, cool, rain in the 
forecast 

• How: dig a hole and stick it in





Emily’s Method



Mike’s Method 
(http://californianativeplants.com/plantitright/)

http://californianativeplants.com/plantitright/
http://californianativeplants.com/plantitright/


Barbara’s Method



THE GARDENS

nativeplantgardentour.org



For the Birds



Habitat Garden



LA Formal



Oak Makes the Garden



Temporary Wildflower Garden



April 3, 2005



Nov 20, 2013



Young Garden



Young Garden



Theodore Payne Foundation (Sun Valley)





Available Here
Or 

HEYDAYBOOKS.COM

weedingwildsuburbia.com

barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com
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