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Garden with Native Plants
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Most invasives were invited
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Native plants for the best habitat

Yucca Moth on Chaparral Yucca




Does it matter?
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@ Gardening for Life
Br lng lng ... Your garden [plays the role of]

: :__ N atU.I' e | wildlife preserve that represents
1 _ the last chance we have for

sustaining plants and animals ...

once common throughout the U.S.

,. How You Can
= Sustain Wildlife
. with Native Plants
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GET TO KNOW
YOUR YARD

ETTING TO KNow your vand i like getting 5o ko

amolrt prrson, It ek peadn, and evrn when o think

yom kmavw vy thing Hhere I i know, pon can atill be
surprised. Mevertheless., a4 with persomal relibnnships. we need 8o
take o beap of faith i we want that connsction o grow wnd pa of
g abesd b socepring that we will malee miltakes,

Sert pardenicrs pride thermaeig for g able o grows plane thae
Bave ol thad are sl ey et in e oen gandoat. Thes: “eipere”
sy Rakar-1on She chuliengy of prowing nessnmily finkky vartin s
abviere condarions, like Lrying to celtivade s tropacalongi, weneeplible
fa sl of dovears, in 3 Bol climate with Bitle raon and mermele
v by, That's fine for some peopbe, but not me! | sbmere the
pardemer wheo can create 4 besfifil, praorful lind soape doing s lisle
worlt: us e o she sanis. To accompiith his feart. o materfal gardener
kenicves ber garden and selects plants that are well sdapied 10 s cons
diions. A [riend of e Seacribes his gardeing rechaique as “wough
ko™ He aeledts plasiy Uhat he belrved will imake it in bin gisden and
s et bets e o e pacmpering, novhabying, I they din, they
did ot bekong thepe, Mo, thikmay not be e bet design dtegy, bt
e e enly B plants well abaptnd ko hin vaed eman, snd e be
proves e poink, [ e i happy with the way the parden lonkand dhe
smuntof time it demaseds. then be in by oy standards & mangerful
parderser. The firet steg toamy garden project. thevefore, s peiting b
henevwt o yand. incheding its climate, mn. soil and waser profiles

CLIMATE

Coastal Califoreiaiclimate e the meal parm . with annusl rain=
full minally below fwery inches, pearly sl of whach domes durisg the

.




Climate
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Get to know your yard

Conditions

* Climate

* Sun

* Soil

 Water

* Other Conditions

&
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Percolation Test
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MaS_On Jar Soil Test (na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/ufllab_exercises/soil_particle_size.htm)
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How to start

Before creating a “plan”

&

Think about dreams and realities
Dream big on paper

Be honest about time and S
Correct yard problems



MY DREAMS FOR WILD SUBURSIA
« & healthy and relaxing sasis
* Habsitat for lots of butterflies, lizards, snd birds (especially

to spend every free moment weeding, digging, and getting dirty, how
much time and energy can you realistically devote to it Although vou
can drearmn big, as | kave encouraged above, you mustalo be practical.
Ifyou do not have the desire or time to work in the garden and cannet
afford to hire o gardener, design a low-maimenanse yard,
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How to start

Make a plan
Scaled plan of whole lot
 Areas drawn to scale
* Add plants to scale (after selection)
* Can do this section at a time
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Create a scaled drawing of the whole lot



Scaled plan with plant selections

15 ft.

A

v

6 ft.

Q Sage- Pozo Blue, 5'w x 4’ t @ Buckwheat —Dana Pt, 3'w x 2’ t

Q Deer Grass, 4'w x 3’ t @ CaAster, ’'wx 1’ t

O Monkeyflower, 2'w x 2’ t @ Sulfur Buckwheat, 1'w x 1’ t

‘ Existing tree, 3'w x 30’ t &@ Seaside Daisy, T'w x 1' t




Scaled plan with plant selections

RSABG Horticulture Complex

Plants of cigmﬂntane southern california
display garden

Scale: 14"=111. - Conlour Interval = 4" heighl

18. Mimulus auraniiacus 1 AgBRosion
19 Lepechenia 2. Lelus argo
20, Lupinus excubilus var halli 3, Aenaterur
7 21. Zauschnaria - tall 8. Cercocarpus iraskiae rasses
22 Salvia clevelandil 10. Bulb dispiay, Heuchera elegans . Zauschner
29 Achnaferum coranatem 11. G_TEESEE - Brmall 1o I'I'H!'I!.EIEI:? EF. COCT
Bk 24 Arclostaphylos olayenss, gabreensis, or 12. Trichoskema lanalum or parnshil 5. Euphorbfa
‘_?IE.HEUHJEE s5p. crassifolius 13, Linanthius Noritiu s B Succulens
25, Hazardia orcuftl or Enophylium canferidonsm 1. Eriophylium nevinii Dudeya_ f
26 Muhlenbergia rigens 15. Eriogonum arborascans EFawii
27 Persiemon heterophylius 16 Salvia sonomenss 7 Arctostaph
i 28, ASIragaius pycnosiBchyus SSp. IaNNosSsimus 17. Enogonum fasciculatum - low 8. Ericgonum




How to start

Select plants

* Adapted to your garden conditions
* Correct size, shape, texture, etc.
* Use nature as a guide

&



:.FAE‘.N ABOUT
ATIVE PLANTS

F wOU aRE new fo gardening with California native plams, you
might be feeling a kit overwhelmsed. There are a lot of resounces
offering a kot of information and sdvice, and you might feel like
yotr're by over your head, But fear not: in thischapeer | will famlbarize
ol with twenty comemen natives that are among the gasiest to grow
of the myriad wild plants you might chooss from, They are generally
available in the trads, amendable to the modified conditions of aur
gardens, and exceptionally beautiful. Amarg them afre trees. various
sizes of shrubs {large, medinm-sized, and kow-growing), herbaceous
. and one vine, Following the information on these plants,

oIl find a detaibed Bistof other ways to bearn about what native plants

might work in your garden.

TOP TWENTY

Tall; Chver ot
1. Western Sycamore
2. Coast Live Dak
3- Dhsart Museuen Pale Varde
4. Toyon
5. Cosmwnon Manzanita
&. Ray Hamran Calfgrnks Lilag

Medium: 3 to& fest
7. Howard McMinn Manzanita
A Galden Abundancs Barbary
@ Coffesbeny
20, Pabma's Matkow
14, Cleveland Sage
13 Dewr Grass

Low: Under 3 fest
13 Yankee Paint Calfarnia Lila
14. Crasping Bubemry
15. Buws Bliss Sage
16, Margarita BOF Penstemen
A7 California Fuchsia
18. Conal Bels
@, Cataling Island Live-Fonever

Vine
10, Reger's Red Graps
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HOW TO DISCOVER
MORE MNATIVE PLANTS

Althoagh the twenty plants [ just described are all excellent chosoes,
there are literally hundreds of other natives that can adern California
gardens, providing beasty, sustainabilicy, and habitar, The fellowing
ssgpestions will help you delve more deeply into the wonderful workd
of California native plams for the garden,

=Wisit gardens that specialize in native plants

s Atterd native plart pasden taurs

= Go ta nurseried and plans sales that specialize in natives

= Take ¢hasses snd atviend 1alks

= Jobn garden clabs and ﬂlf--ﬁmnn-ﬂllnpﬂ:ﬂhm

* Read boks

= Hikie local open spaiet

= Walk the neighberhosd
* Ask a0 ecpert

WISIT GARDEMNS THAT

SPECIALIZE IN HATIVE PLAMNTS

Botanical gandens, native plant nusrseries. and parks with sostainable,
low-water-ase displays have gardens featiring native plants. 1t is espe-
<ially helpful to see examples of these plants a3 matusre specimend
growing in garden settings instead of only as ywang potted plants. {For
a list of mative plant gardens in Scutherm California, see Appendiz C,
starting on page 197.}

ATTEND MATIVE PLANT

GARDEN TOURS

Cities, garden clubs, and native plant organtzations often ok native
plant garden tours in the spring. Gardeners enjoy sharing informas




Getting dirty

Prepare the garden
Get the plants
Put them in the ground
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e AWN REMOWAL METHQDS
PROS AND COMNES

Maithed Pras Cons
Mechanical = Can do amptime & Caudes soll disturbance that
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immadiatety afcer = Regubes extentive follow-
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by Enidleh gl far wendland Il fod dapait, chapairsl,
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& CA R SR BULTHNL- vacerbate future weed
o sandy sols peoblams
= Can make use of = Latorintendive
blodegradable yard  * Reguires material for sheets
WaEDE and midch
= Wiulch covering gives = Mulch may slide or blow off
& finkihed, nest ksak paper turfaded
= Chasnkal dree
Solarization = Heds bl microbisd = Planic cin be apinisie
e the surface, = Talkos four to elght weeks
some of which ae nd musn be cone B
L R T ST
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+ Heat kills microbiak near
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Sbem
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« Must ba spplied whils
phants are acthaly
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Faveral timnes

Heghect * Ripquirid ele affodt o Takes a ko Nime possibly

* Wit efectiv bn maaths
dry, shady orireed = May require folkew-up weed
T ramecval
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Getting dirty

Get the plants

e When
* How to select good ones
« Beware of substitutes




When to plant

Rule of Thumb:
October - February, maybe Mar

)

—_——

)
)

Trees and shrubs
mid-October - February

W

° ° e
Subshrubs, perennials and vines

mid-October — April

Desert, riparian plants and grasses more
accepting of summer planting

h

i



Tam T Spharber

HOW TO SELECT NURSERY PLANTS
* Loak for clean, healthy beave:
= Exmrnin e thee sTem
= Cheeki thae roots
= Dr'® biing horme pests
= Selper plantd vhat are nor o0 big net toe wmall

* Buyysung
* Look for flowens in baed, ngT in bloam
= Engws that o pla ne reay B d arreaar, net dead

LOoK FOR CLEAN, FEALTHY LEAVES

Thefirs thing ok peopledois look st a plants leaves, and that's the
prarfect placeto strt. Minor dumageds not a Mg concan, bt brownied
tips or yell owing of leaves can indicate an accumulation o salts in
the potting mix, whether from overfirtilinang, disease. or anutriemt
imbalance. Sttne nabive plints e dedduous, dropping thelr [
seascnally or in respon s to drought. heat, o frost, and they maylook
unhealthy when i fact they are fine Ak 3 gafperson o convedt z
trueted sourced wou grend sure,

1fyou s cfnew young beavesand few ol der leaves. this may
indicatethe plant & recovering froms an eszhier proflem, like drought
sress, pests. or a nutrent tmbalance.
by I theproblem is saccesshully treated,
BEE  the plant will leaf out again and be
fine just be aware that sameshie
along the line the plant may have
N been sivested sd yoi pight want ks

EA Jock for coethathamt

Tha wencely Saiad o thiswild
S04 e hcang 10 K Beas bl I
s Pt ox) b 1 DT

] chocess youngar pisnt.










Getting dirty

Put them in the ground

 When: best to plant in late fall to winter,
when it 1s overcast, cool, rain in the
forecast

 How: dig a hole and stick it in

-~



Cevale Your Girden 137

HOW TO PLANT MATIVE PLANTS
1.« Check the weather forecast
2. Plant in ot soil
1. Miydrate before transplanting
4-Big a hole
5. Decant the plans
&. 5ot the plant in the hole
7-Fill in the kol
8. Createa bem
0. Spresd the mulch

40, Water tharoughly

11, Help snatuee plants make way

1. CHECK THE WEATHER FORECAST

Even during fall and winter, when temperatires are generally more
moderate and rain more likely, we can experience weather conditions
st deal for planting. Do not plant if Santa- Ana winds or extremely
high temperatures are in the farecast,

LPLANT IN MOIST SOl

It s best not to plant whei soil is saturated. since working kn very
wet siril can lead to compaction. Allow time for soil to partially dry
following heavy or bopg perbods of rain, If the soil |s dry, water a day
before planting o0 soil is moderately and evenly molst

+HYDRATE BEFORE TRANSPLAMNTIMNG

Mizke sure that the container plant s well hydrated before you trans-
pland it Water it well several hevars before transplanting.




Emily’s Method
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Plant it Right! - Part 2 - Getting the Plant in the Ground

E Traa of Lite Mathee Plant Natsery

ELETTET P " i -
: 515 views

— Mike’s Method
(http://californianativeplants.com/plantitright/)



http://californianativeplants.com/plantitright/
http://californianativeplants.com/plantitright/
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Barbara’s Method




THE GARDENS

2 Theodore Payne Foundation
NATIVE PLANT GARDEN TOUR
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nativeplantgardentour.org
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Available Here

Or
HEYDAYBOOKS.COM

weedingwildsuburbia.com

barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com
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