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Native Plant Garden
Writer
Lecturer
Consultant
Photographer

www.WeedingWildSuburbia.com
barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com
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NASA — Visible Earth
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/imagerecord s/6000/6019/frac_turfgrass_Irg.jpg

0.0 Fractional Turf Grass Area 1.0
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Bold: tear it all out!
e Pros:

— Will make big difference
— Not constrained by existing plants

e Cons:

— Can be big disaster if it fails
— Expensive

— Mistakes are costly

— Neighbors get nervous
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=g Moderate: section by section
. 5.
i Pros:
— Cost spread over time
— Learn as you go along
— Reduces costly errors

— Can control irrigation to section for greater
flexibility

s+ Cons:
— Takes longer to complete full yard design

— May be constrained by some existing
landscaping

— Yard may have a disjointed look
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e Pros:

— Cost spread over time
— Learn as you go along
— Least disruption to yard

e Cons:

— Constrained by existing landscaping
— Takes long time to complete full yard design

— Yard with “thirsty” tropical plants, can only add
thirsty natives.
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Plant selection tips
e Match the plant to the site
 Read and believe the label — it will get that big!

« For native plant selection, learn about where the
plant or its parents come from (desert, slopes,
marshes, N. Calif.)

« Select healthy plants
« Choose plants that are locally native




Plant selection tips

e See the plants in action:
— Open space (especially locally)
— Gardens of neighbors and friends
— Gardens: RSABG, TPF, SBBG
— Spring native plant garden tours
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Spectrum of approaches
Planning

Removing lawn

Planting

The real world
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50 ways to murder your lawn (well
5 anyway)
— Sharp instrument (shovel)
— Remove life-support (neglect)
— Suffocation
— Poison
— Cook






Sharp Instrument



Neglect (Aug. 02)



Neglect (Mar. 04)



Neglect (Dec. 04)



Neglect and a bit of suffocation (Jul. 05)



Neglect and a bit of suffocation (May 08)



October Cardboarding yvour Bermuda Lawn
11. 2000  Posted by Orchid under going native, lawn, saving water
[2] Comments

Cardboarding Pasadena Backyard © 2008 Orchid Black
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Poison
Apply glyphosate (Roundup TM) to actively growing plants.
For Bermuda grass you will need to reapply several times.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roundup




Cook It

See http://www.rsabg.org/
Gardening with Native Plants>gardening tips> misc. gardening

tips)





















Photo by Nan Keith
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Spectrum of approaches
Planning
Removing the lawn

Planting
— When
— How

The real world




When

Rule of Thumb:
October - February, maybe March.

— Trees and shrubs
mid-October - February

— Subshrubs, perennials and vines
mid-October — April



When

— Do not plant when temperatures are
forecasted to spike at 100 degrees

— Soll should be cool and not hot and moist
(Native plants are prone to root diseases)
— Do not plant when soill is saturated

— Riparian plants can be planted anytime of the
year (kind of)



How
— Dig a hole and put the plant in






And how

Don’t amend the soill

Hole should be as deep and twice (or more)
as wide (rough up the edges)

Do not plant too deep

Gently spread the roots, correct wrapped
roots, in some cases it is good to remove
much of the potting soil

Place in hole, check height and orientation,
plant straight



And how

Fill hole level with surrounding soil (do not
bury the root crown)

Press soil to remove air pockets, don’t over
compact

In most cases, do not fertilize native plants

Remove nursery stake from tree. Only stake
trees that need it

Create berm around plant so water soaks in
and doesn't just run off

Water thoroughly. Come back in 15 minutes
and do it again
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May 2009
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July 2009
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July 2002



July 2002
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