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Parkway:
Strip of ground between the sidewalk and the 
street owned by the municipality but maintained 
by the property owner.

Purpose:
Separates pedestrians from street, provides area for 
street trees.

Reality:
Requires high maintenance – mow and edge, very hard to 
water efficiently.



Keep In Mind:
1. Must not pose tripping risk or other safety issues for 

pedestrians or drivers.

2. Must not obscure visibility for cars pulling out of driveways 
or pedestrians.

3. Neighbors may not like.

4. Gardening in Turf-depleted soil, often filled with street tree 
roots. 

5. Must consider street tree needs.

6. Will get stepped on.

7. The long arm of the law: ordinances



12.24.050 Height limitations on parkway vegetation.  
It is unlawful for any person to have in any public parkway of any public 
street any plant material, such as shrubs or ground cover, that is more than 
thirty-six inches above the sidewalk level, and no growth shall be allowed to 
obstruct any portion of an adjoining sidewalk; provided, however, that the 
limitations contained in this section shall not apply to street trees which may 
exceed the height limitation of thirty-six inches, and which may branch over 
the sidewalk at a minimum height of seven feet. (95-04) 
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12.24.060 Shrubbery obstructing intersection visibi lity--Removal 
required. 
Whenever the city traffic engineer finds that any hedge, shrubbery or tree 
growing within the public right-of-way obstructs the view of any intersection, 
or any traffic upon the streets approaching such intersection, he or she may 
cause the hedge, shrubbery or tree to be removed or reduced in height. 
(95-04 (part), 1995) 
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12.24.070 Duties of private property owners. 
Except in those specific areas where the City has formally accepted 
maintenance through a development agreement or another instrument, the 
duties of any owner of private property whose property has a City parkway 
or easement on its street and related purposes are as follows: 
A. To maintain and water any vegetation planted in the public easement 
area to no more than twelve inches, and to reduce the height of no more 
than thirty-six inches in compliance with Section 12.24.050; provided 
however, this section shall not apply to City trees; and 
B. To remove all vegetation, garbage, and debris from any sidewalk, swale 
(improved or unimproved), or trail in the right-of-way easement over his or 
her property. (09-06) 
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12.24.040 Paving in residential land use zones. 
In all residential land use zones the following conditions shall apply:
A. In all parking strips it shall be permissible to install a one and one-
half-foot wide pavement adjacent to the curb consisting of three and one-
half-inch thick Portland cement concrete or such other nonslippery masonry 
materials as may be approved by the city engineer, provided further, that 
such masonry surfacing be securely set in a three and one-half-inch thick 
base of Portland concrete and all spaces between such masonry surfacing 
be grouted to provide a surface smooth and free from any irregularities. 
Areas not less than 40 square feet for tree planting are to be left unpaved 
as required by the city.
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12.24.040 Paving in residential land use zones.
B. In all parking strips which are planted to any material other than 
grass, the one and one-half-foot wide pavement strip described above shall 
be required. A four-foot-wide pavement strip of similar construction shall 
also be required, extending between existing street sidewalk or property 
line and such one and one-half-foot strip for each 60 feet of lot frontage. As 
an alternate to the above required four-foot pavement, it shall be 
permissible to construct such one and one-half-foot wide pavement 
adjacent to the curb if such pavement terminates as a paved driveway and 
does not exceed 80 feet in length. (Prior code § 7240.4)
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• Gravel, stones or other loose materials of a solid construction are 
specifically prohibited in the parkway area. 

• Ground Coverings: All areas within the front yard and the parkway area 
not covered with an impervious surface as provided for herein shall be 
covered with a properly maintained vegetative growth or plant material.
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31.48 Parkway improvements. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to erect or maintain, or cause to be 

erected or maintained, any covering or planting of any parkway area 
between a sidewalk, or private property line, and street curbs other than the 
following:

1. Grass.
2. Low lying ground cover plants less than twelve inches in height.
3. Steel troweled portland cement concrete at least three and one-

half inches thick, in accordance with the engineering department’s standard 
specifications.

4. Smooth masonry brick on a grout bed at least one-half-inch thick, 
grouted on all four sides flush with the top surface of brick. The grout shall 
be a three-to-one ratio of sand to cement.

(Ord. No. 1461, § 1; Ord. No. 1983, § 79.)
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04/06/02



10/06/02



10/11/02



03/11/03



04/20/03



07/26/05



01/22/07



07/31/09



04/30/10



N
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6 ft.

75 ft.

4.  Make a plan, select plants.

Deer Grass, 4’w x 3’ t
Ca Aster, 1’w x 1’ t

Monkeyflower, 2’w x 2’ t

Sulfur Buckwheat, 1’w x 1’ t

Seaside Daisy, 1’w x 1’ t

Sage- Pozo Blue, 5’w x 4’ t Buckwheat –Dana Pt, 3’w x 2’ t

Existing tree, 3’w x 30’ t



04/19/04



04/17/05



01/01/09



10/15/09
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1. San Bruno Mountain golden aster ( Heterotheca sessiliflora ssp . bolanderi ‘San 
Bruno Mountain’) is a low-mounding perennial with cheerful yellow flowers from 
spring to fall. Remove spent flowers or leave them for the birds. Once established, the 
plant can be cut back hard in late fall.



2. David’s Choice sandhill sagebrush ( Artemisia pycnocephala ‘David’s Choice’) is 
another outstanding garden performer, with a low, hemispheric form and silvery gray 
leaves. Clip its flowers and pinch back long stems to foster dense, tight growth.



3. The next one I suggest with a word of caution. Point St. George aster ( Aster 
chilensis ‘Point St. George’) is an aggressive spreader that can be hard to control, 
once it gets a foot hold. Point St. George forms a dense spreading ground cover with 
lavender/pink aster-like flowers from late spring through summer. It does not look its 
best in winter.



4. The above plants come from coastal areas, though they are accepting of inland 
conditions. Fragrant evening primrose ( Oenothera caespitosa ) is a low growing, 
spreading desert plant that was a welcome introduction to my parkway. The plant 
responds to occasional summer water with a burst of soft-pink to white showy, fragrant 
flowers. It did well for two years in my loamy soil, but prefers heat and well-drained soil. 



5. Although yarrow ( Achillea millefolium ) can produce a flowering stalk nearly 3 feet in 
height, this soft, herbaceous perennial can be mowed or cut back to meet city code. 
Island Pink and Rosea both spread and produce showy pink flower clusters. Mow this 
adaptable ground cover after it blooms, or leave the flowers for the birds – if your city will 
allow it.
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1. Woodland strawberry ( Fragaria vesca ssp . californica ) spreads with creeping 
stolons that root at the nodes. It enjoys organic soil and shade, and some summer 
water. You will be rewarded with small white flowers and delicious tiny strawberries. 
Unfortunately, you may want to leave these for the birds if your parkway is used by 
neighborhood dogs the way mine is.



2. Coral bells ( Heuchera species and cultivars) are among the most popular 
California native garden plants. This clumping evergreen perennial with small to 
medium-sized, scalloped leaves gets its name from the dainty bell-like flowers, mostly 
pink in color, though some selections are red or white. 



3. Blue-eyed grass ( Sisyrinchium bellum ) is actually a member of the Iris Family that 
is common throughout much of California in moist, woodland and grassy areas. It 
prefers good-drainage, will accept heavier soils if it is not kept overly moist in summer. 



4. Fescue ( Festuca idahoensis and californica ) are excellent, small mounding bunch 
grasses with narrow leaf blades. Selections and cultivars offer interesting leaf color.



5. Santa Catalina live forever ( Dudleya hassei ) is a clumping succulent with grayish 
leaves. It accepts full sun to part shade, but prefers good drainage. Summer water in 
gardens with heavy soil can rot out these plants. They form a nice ground cover at 
Rancho in both the mesa area (heavy, clay soil) and the well-drained alluvial soils. 
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10/21/05



10/21/05



04/30/10
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WRITTEN REFERENCES ON GARDENING 
WITH CA NATIVE PLANTS

• Bornstein, Carol; David Fross and Bart O’Brien.  200 5.  California Native Plants for the Garden .  Los 
Olivos, CA: Cachuma Press.

• Brenzel, Kathleen Norris, Ed. 2001.  Sunset Western  Garden Book .  Menlo Park, CA: Sunset 
Publishing.

• Lenz Lee W.; John Dourley.  1981.  California Nativ e Trees & Shrubs .  Claremont, CA: RSABG.

• Lowry, Judith Larner.  1999.  Gardening with a Wild  Heart .  Berkeley, CA: UC Press.

• O’Brien, Bart C.  2002.  “California Native Plant G ardens – Care and Maintenance.” Claremont, CA:  
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden.

• O’Brien, Bart; Betsey Landis and Ellen Mackey. 2006 .  Care & Maintenance of Southern California 
Native Plant Gardens .  Los Angeles, CA: Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.

• Perry, Bob. 2010. Landscape Plants for California G ardens. Claremont, CAL Landscape Design 
Publishing.

• Perry, Bob.  1992.  Landscape Plants for Western Re gions: An Illustrated Guide to Plants for Water 
Conservation .  San Dimas, CA:   Land Design Publishing.

• Perry, Bob.  1980.  Trees and Shrubs for Dry Califo rnia Landscapes .  San Dimas, CA:  Land Design 
Publishing.  

• Pittenger, Dennis R., editor.  California Master Ga rdener Handbook .  Oakland, CA:  UC ANR 
Publication 3382.  

• Schmidt, Marjorie G..  1980.  Growing California Na tive Plants .  Berkeley, CA: UC Press.

• Tallamy, Douglas. 2009. Bringing Nature Home . Portland, OR: Timber Press.

• Tree of Life.  “Plants of the El Camino Real.”



WEB REFERENCES ON GARDENING 
WITH CA NATIVE PLANTS

Nurseries and Gardens with plant databases, lists o f plants for native gardens, most with 
photos (some are not exclusively devoted to CA nati ve plants)

• El Nativo, http://www.elnativogrowers.com/Natives.h tm
• Las Pilitas Nursery, http://www.mynativeplants.com /
• Native Sons, http://www.nativeson.com/home2.html
• Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, http://www.rsabg.o rg/
• Suncrest Nurseries, http://www.suncrestnurseries.com / (no photos)
• Theodore Payne Foundation, http://www.theodorepayne .org /
• Tree of Life Nursery, http://www.treeoflifenursery. com/,  http://www.californianativeplants.com /

Photo collections/databases
• CalFlora, database of native plant photos, http://w ww.calflora.org
• California Native Plant Link Exchange, database wit h links to photos, info, 

http://www.cnplx.info/index.html
• California Native Plant Society, http://www.cnps.or g/gallery/index.htm
• Cal Photos, database of native plant photos, http:/ /calphotos.berkeley.edu/flora /
• Jepson Floral Project, Jepson Online Interchange, h ttp://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/interchange.html
• LA Dept. of Public Works, Los Angeles River Master Plan Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palettes, 

(plant lists start on pg. 124) http://ladpw.org/wmd /watershed/LA/LAR_planting_guidelines_webversion.pd f
• Los Angeles/San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council, T he Plant Profiler, http://theplantprofiler.com /
• Metropolitan Water District of Southern California,  Heritage Garden Guide, http://www.bewaterwise.com /
• Southern California Wildflowers and Other Plants, h ttp://www.calflora.net/bloomingplants/index.html
• Wildscaping, http://www.wildscaping.com/plants/plan tprofiles.htm

Google image search of plant
Parkway Landscaping, City of Santa Monica, 6/2010: 

http://www.smgov.net/uploadedFiles/Departments/OSE/ Categories/Landscape/PLP%2005.2
7.09.pdf



BLOGS ON GARDENING WITH 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS

begarden - http://begarden.blogspot.com/
Breathing Treatment - http://bammorgan.blogspot.com/
GardenNatives.com - http://gardennatives.blogspot.com/
deborah small’s ethnobotany blog - http://deborahsmall.wordpress.com/
Garden of Native Plants - http://www.gardenofnativeplants.com/
Hey Natives - http://heynatives.blogspot.com/
[Lost in the Landscape] - http://www.soenyun.com/Blog/
Native by Design - http://nativebydesign.blogspot.com/
Native Sanctuary - http://nativesanctuary.wordpress.com/
Poppy and Sage - http://poppyandsage.blogspot.com/
Rooted in California - http://rootedincalifornia.blogspot.com/
Town Mouse and Country Mouse - http://tmousecmouse.blogspot.com/








