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DefinitionsDefinitions

• Grass: (Dictionary.com)

1.any plant of the family Gramineae, having jointed stems, sheathing 
leaves, and seedlike grains. Compare grass family.

2.such plants collectively, as when cultivated in lawns or used as 
pasture for grazing animals or cut and dried as hay.

3.the grass-covered ground.

4.pasture: Half the farm is grass. 

5.Slang. marijuana.



DefinitionsDefinitions

• Grass: (Dictionary.com)

6.grasses, stalks or sprays of grass: filled with dried grasses.

7.the season of the new growth of grass.–verb (used with object) 

8.to cover with grass or turf.

9.to feed with growing grass; pasture.

10.to lay (something) on the grass, as for the purpose of bleaching.–verb 
(used without object) 

11.to feed on growing grass; graze.



DefinitionsDefinitions

• Grass: (Dictionary.com)

12.to produce grass; become covered with grass.—Idioms

13.go to grass, to retire from one's occupation or profession: Many 
executives lack a sense of purpose after they have gone to grass. 

14.let the grass grow under one's feet, to delay action, progress, etc.; 
become slack in one's efforts.



Grassy FactsGrassy Facts

• Grasslands covered 1/7 of state (SBBG)

• Over 300 species of native grasses (http://www.cnga.org/)

• 90% of California's rare and endangered species inhabit the 
state's grassland ecosystems. (http://www.cnga.org/)

• Grasslands also have a relatively high proportion of birds 
considered of “conservation concern,” (The Nature Conservancy)

• Nearly all of our grasslands are impacted by annual weeds, 
grazing, or development

• Sedge (Carex sp.) is not a grass, and it has edges

• Rush (Juncus sp.) is not a grass, and it is round



A Dozen Grassy PlantsA Dozen Grassy Plants

1. San Diego sedge Carex spissa
2. Deergrass Muhlenbergia rigens
3. Canyon Prince giant rye Leymus condensatus ‘Canyon Prince’
4. Alkali sacaton Sporobolus airoides
5. Purple three awn Aristida purpurea var. purpurea
6. Needle grasses Nassella pulchra; N. cernua
7. Wiregrass Juncus species
8. Fescues Festuca californica, F. idahoensis
9. Blue Fescues Festuca cult. (Blue Note, Siskiyou Blue)
10.Blue grama Bouteloua gracilis
11.Creeping red fescue Festuca rubra
12.Clustered field sedge Carex praegracilis; C. pansa



Why Use Them in the GardenWhy Use Them in the Garden

• Beautiful

– Structure; Motion; Sound; Color

• Habitat

• Easy to grow 

– Can accept wide range of conditions (clay soil, sun, shade, dry, wet)

• Fill in quickly

• Long lasting

• They belong here



Grassy Plants for the GardenGrassy Plants for the Garden

• Form

– Tufted

– Mounded

– Upright; upright arching; upright divergent

– Arching

• Clumping vs. running grasses

• Warm-season vs. cool-season



DefinitionsDefinitions

Knowing seasonal growth pattern allows for better c are. When 
to water, when to cut back, when to fertilize (if n eeded).

• Warm-Season

– Grow best in high temperatures (late spring)

• Cool-Season

– Grow best in cooler temperatures (winter to spring)
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Canyon Prince Rye GrassCanyon Prince Rye Grass

Leymus condensatus ‘Canyon Prince’
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Alkali Alkali SacatonSacaton

Sporobolus airoides











Purple ThreePurple Three--awnawn

Aristida purpurea











NeedlegrassesNeedlegrasses::
Purple and NoddingPurple and Nodding

Nassella pulchra
Nassella cernua















RushRush

Juncus species











FescueFescue

Festuca californica, F. idahoensis







Blue Fescue CultivarsBlue Fescue Cultivars

Festuca cultivars









Blue Blue GramaGrama

Bouteloua gracilis











SedgeSedge

Carex praegracilis
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Creeping Red FescueCreeping Red Fescue

Festuca rubra
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Better ChoicesBetter Choices

NEVER EVER EVER USE USE INSTEAD
• Pampas grass San Diego Sedge, Giant Rye Grass

• Fountain grass Deergrass

• Mexican feather grass Purple Three-awn
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Is there any reason to have turf?Is there any reason to have turf?




