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Is gardening with native
plants hard?

Yes, If you are growing them in
Florida (or treating them as
though they would prefer to live
In Florida).

No, If you understand how these
plants thrive in their unusual
climate.
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Mediterranean Climate
Cool, wet winters



Mediterranean Climate
Hot, dry summers



Mediterranean Climate
Hot, dry summers & cool, wet winters

http://www.nature.nps.gov/im/units/nw29/medClim_map.pdf



California i1s not in the Mediterranean

Average annual rainfall in So.
California is between 15 — 20”
with no rainfall for 4 to 6 months.

Annual rainfall in the
Mediterranean is generally
nigher than here, and significantly,
rain often occurs in the spring and
autumn so the annual dry season is
not nearly as long as in So. Cal.

(Taken in Barcelona, September 8, 2005)



What your plants are doing when
Fall

e Weather: End of half year
of dry, hot weather. Rains
start, night time
temperatures are cool,
days are warm. Can have
Santa Ana winds.

 Plants: Plant growth, seed
germination begins with
cooler temps, and rain.

 Blooming: Calif. fuchsias
and some composites.




What your plants are doing when
Winter

« Weather: Cool, rainy
season. Rains vary from
as little as a couple of
Inches to over 30” when
El Nino affects weather.

« Plants: Root and
vegetative growth occurs,
though inhibited by
cooler temps.

* Blooming: Manzanitas
and some currants/
gooseberries.




